Sammamish couple gives a glimpse of the people, how to stop bin Laden
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SAMMAMISH -- The best way for the U.S. to defeat Osama bin Laden is to supply food, medicine and weapons to an anti-Taliban alliance in Afghanistan, says a Sammamish aid worker who has visited the country seven times.

The Northern Alliance, which controls about 10 percent of Afghanistan, knows the country's intricate network of caves and mountains where bin Laden and other terrorists could be hiding, said Marvin Taylor.

He and his wife, Dr. Elizabeth Taylor, visited Afghanistan together last year with nine other medics after the couple founded Health Emergent International, a nonprofit organization providing medical care to developing nations.

``It is a very, very simple life,'' Elizabeth Taylor said. ``The biggest concern is what to put on the table. The people live in tents or mud huts.''

Horses and donkeys are the main form of transport and war is always expected.

``They live under a sense of apprehension,'' she said. ``It is not fear. They are not a very fearful people.''

After having their villages burned and people massacred by the Taliban, the alliance desperately wants to defeat the regime harboring bin Laden, Marvin Taylor said. And alliance soldiers are hardened from more than two decades of civil war.

Although Taylor's role in Afghanistan was strictly humanitarian, he is in a good position to comment on the country's fractious politics.

He personally met some of the region's top military men, including the widely revered Ahmed Shah Massood, who was killed in a suicide bombing two days before the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks on the U.S. Both incidents have been linked to bin Laden.

Taylor also had dinner with another high-ranking alliance commander, Marzbum Kabir.

``The last thing he said to me was that he would hand bin Laden over to the U.S. if they would back us and give us something to fight with,'' Taylor said.

``If the U.S. was to totally back the alliance and give them supplies, there are no doubts in my mind that they would take over the country again.''

Taylor said he has discussed his insights with Pentagon officials. He trusts President George W. Bush will make the correct military decisions.

Some observers argue that Afghans would not enjoy any more freedom or prosperity under the rule of the alliance, which was ousted from control by the Taliban five years ago.

But after personally meeting alliance leaders, Taylor said he believes they would be far more humanitarian and liberal than the Taliban regime.

``Those people are morally straight and good Muslims,'' he said.

Taylor also believes the alliance would stamp out the opium trade, which he said is helping finance the Taliban regime. He points to a videotape he shot of Kabir burning $3 million worth of opium seized from smugglers.

Elizabeth Taylor, who practices family medicine in Sammamish, said she and her medical team encountered terrible disease and poverty after setting up a clinic in the northern town of Rostag. 

Among the worst afflictions were untreated tuberculosis, malnutrition and uterine infections contracted by women during childbirth.

She saw one patient who had a hole the size of a fist blown through his calf after stepping on a land mine. The man showed no pain when his wound was cleaned and dressed.

``He didn't flinch once, although he had no anesthetic at all,'' she said.

The need for medicine was so much greater than the available supply that soldiers stepped in at one point to stop desperate women from trying to break into the clinic, she said.

``More women wanted to be seen and needed to be seen than nine people could see in a short amount of time,'' she said.

Due to the repressive attitude toward women in Afghanistan, Elizabeth Taylor could not meet military leaders with her husband and needed to wear a head scarf when venturing outdoors. Even then she needed a male escort.

``Otherwise you would have a bunch of teen-agers taunting you,'' she said. ``In their eyes it is disrespectful.''
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