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Local doctors who have helped the poor in Afghanistan speak out 

09/23/2001 

Roberta Romero 

SEATTLE – Marvin Taylor and his wife, Dr. Elisabeth Lehmann-Taylor, spent two weeks in the northern territory of Afghanistan last year. 

They worked with a team of international doctors, bringing in much needed medical supplies and treating patients who had never seen a doctor. 

It was an eye opening experience. 

“As an American, as somebody living here, whatever you believe poor is, you have to cut that by nine-tenths, down to one-tenth of whatever you think poor is,” says Taylor. 

Despite the cultural and religious differences, they became friends. They saw how the people lived, most as nomads, living in tents and traveling around the country. 

They have no running water, no electricity, no cars and no communication with the outside world.. 

“There is no means of communication with the rest of the world. I don’t think that a lot of them are even aware of the danger they’re in right now,” says Lehmann-Taylor. 

The couple say the people they met were not extremists, nor did they support Osama bin Laden. 

In fact they say they saw whole villages that had been burned by the Taliban 

And now the future is uncertain for those living in that country. 

“I cry for what’s going on over there and I cry for the innocent people that are going to get hurt, but you also have to understand innocent people have already been hurt here in America. So what do you do when innocent people, because of outlaw and terrorist activity get hurt? How do you stop it?” says Taylor. 

“Pray that good comes out of evil and that would be my hope for that,” says Lehmann-Taylor. 

The Taylors want to make it clear that all of the people they met are peaceful and they should not be confused with the extremists who are terrorizing the world. 

